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as where they reside; and may come to the parish meetings, and have votes there as well as others. For authorities in the case, it is clear by the canon law, that all landholders, whether they live in the parish or out of it, are bound to contribute. And he hath seen (he says) a report under the hand of Mr. Latch, that it was resolved in Willmot's case, H. 6 Ja. and in Chester's case in the 10 Ja. that a foreigner that held lands in another parish wherein he did not reside, was as much chargeable to the ancient ornaments of the church, as bells, seats, and the like, as those that lived in the parish; but that such landholders could not be charged to new bells, organs, or such like. And Mr. Bulstrode (1 Bulstr. 20.) reports a case about the same time, that the chief justice Fleming and Mr. Justice Williams were of the same opinion, and gave this reason, that the foreigner might come to the church if he pleased. JDegge P. 1 e. 12.
And the practice, from its ease and convenience seems now generally to go with this latter opinion.
If a parish plead a custom for it to be laid only for lands, and not for houses, or to be laid only for arable lands, and to be excused for their pastures; or to be laid only for their sheep walks, and not for the rest; the custom cannot be good: for by the law, all lands and houses are to be equally rated ; and their paying for some part, can be no good cause for the discharge of the rest. Hetl 130. Latch. 203.
Stratford. All .persons, as well religious, as others whatsoever, having possessions, farms, or rents, which are not of the glebe or endowment of the churches to be repaired, living within the parish or elsewhere, shall be bound to contribute with the rest of the parishioners of the aforesaid churches, as often as shall be needful, to all charges incumbent upon the parishioners, concerning their church and the ornaments thereof, by law or custom, having respect unto the quantity of such possessions and rents. Whereunto, so often as shall be necessary, the ordinary shall compel them by ecclesiastical censures and other lawful means. Lind. 266.
If a person inhabiteth in one parish, and hath land in another parish, which he occupieth himself there; he shall be charged for this land, for the reparation of the